Once again, the Mark Smith sen-
ior followed in the tradition of se-
lective six students which are
classed as . They were

Mr. Clark speaks on different phases
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of Nasa Space program.

Nasa Official Speaks At Smith

Mr. Gene Clark, educational co-
ordinator of NASA, explained the
different phases of the NASA pro-
gram to the Smith student body on
November 21, 1968.

He told of many different satel-
lites, launching vehicles, and-space-
craft to come. The first of these
was the Scout, a weather satellite.
The Scout is seventy-two feet high
and is capable of lifting two-hun-
dred pounds.

The Nimbus, another weather
satellite, is capable of going four—
hundred and fifty miles into space.
It can take photographs of the
earth covering and area as large as
two million, seven-hundred, and
fifty thousand square miles.

Another, called Sen Com, is a
communications satellite. It is cap-
able of carrying two-hundred and
seventy-seven pounds of equipment
into space. Micro waves from earth
are bounced off the satellite and
back to another place on earth.
Blue panels on the side of the craft
are used to collect rays from the
sun for power.

Three flying crafts, which are
scheduled to come out in later

Week Of

Before the students of Mark
Smith were set free for the Thanks-
giving holidays, they enjoyed listen-
ing to an interesting speaker, Dr. W.
A. Rittenhouse.

This was part of a program spon-
sered by the Macon Exchange Club,
who were holding a Week of
Thanks, October 26 through 31.

Introduced by Dr. Julius Ghol-
son, superintendent of Bibb County

years are the SST, the 'VSTL, and
the M2”F2 lifting body.

If all goes well the most power-
ful launch vehicle known to man,
the Saturn 5 will be launched on
the third of December, which will
send Apollo 8 to the moon. Saturn
5 is three-hundred and sixty feet
tall and thirty-three feet across the
base. It is capable of sending three
men and twenty-one thousand
pounds into lunar orbit.

As the first stage of the last
Apollo flight drops off, the second
ignites and sends it out of reach of
the earth’s pull. After the fuel of
the second stage is exhausted it
drops off and the third is ignited.
This stage carries them to the
moon.
On top of the third stage is the
command, the service,and the lunar
modules. These last three stages will
be what is left of the craft when it
arrives at the moon.

The craft will orbit the moon a
few times before trying to descend.
This is to make last minute checks
of all the complex equipment, and
also time for the command module
to turn around and dock with the

service module.
After the is com-

nominated and voted upon entirely
by the senior class. The boys are
chosen on their attitude toward the
school, leadership and achieve-
ments.

The superlatives chosen this year
are: Jeff Granade, Chuck Wells, Wil-
liam Simpson, Pete Peterman, Scott
Judd, and Mike Jackson.

Jeff Granade, who was elected
Secretary of Senior Class, is also
serving as Treasurer of the Beta
Club. Other positions he holds are
Vice-President of Spanish Club and
Projects Chairman of the Pep Club.
He also excels physically as he will
play varsity baseball this year.
Finally, his grades are excellent as
he has attended the Scholar Ban-
quet for the last three years.

Chuck Wells, Vice-President of
the Student Council, heads the

pleted two astronauts go from the
command through the service and

into the lunar module. The other |-

astronaut stays in the command
module to make radio contact with
the lunar module when it lands on
the moon.

When they are finished the lunar
module will separate from the land-
ing pad, which was connected to
the bottom of the craft. It will ren-
devous with the command module
again and start out toward earth.
When the craft reaches the earth’s
atmosphere it will turn around so
the blunt end is facing earth. Chem-
icals on the blunt end will help to
lower the high temperatures caused
by radiation.

Mr. Clark is the educational co-
ordinator for NASA. He is part of a
program which tries to give an ap-
plication of the aercspace in-
dustries.

Being born in Decateur, Ala-
bama and living in Perry, Georgia;
Mr. Clark has received a B.S. in bi-

annual as edite hief.
Chuck is also a member of the Beta

Gorman, Mr. Eller, Scott Wood.

Mr. Eller

One of the most recent and most

ology, and M.A. in a
and a T-6 in science from the Uni-
versity of Georgia.

Thanks Program Held

schools, Dr. Rittenhouse told of his
war experiences which had led him
to become a preacher. He told of
his narrow escape with death and
how he was able to walk after doc-
tors told him that he would never
walk again. After knowing that God
had saved him and his legs, he said
that he knew then that he was to
‘become a preacher.

In relating his war stories to the

student body, he maintained the in-
terest to the end. Many students
said he was one of the finest
speakers to have appeared before
the student body:

Dr. Rittenhouse also spoke at
Lasseter and other loctaions
throughout Bibb County, including
a televised appearance at Mabel
White Baptist Church.

unique formed at
Mark Smith is the Born Losers,
INC.

1t originated from Mr. Jerry El-
lers economics class with members
now including, Mrs. Harrison, our
school secretary; Coach Meeks;
Princ. Ed Cagel; Mr. Eller and his
economics class.

To be a member a person must
have purchased at least one share of
stock of the Born Losers, INC. The
price of each share of stock was one
dollar. Quarter shares were also sold
at 25 cents. Many members have
purchased more than one share of
stock. And for each share owned, a
person has one vote in the organiza-
tions meetings.

After selling 45 shares of their

'68 Superlatives
Are Announced

serves as captain of our football
team.

William Simpson serves as an ex-
cellent President of the Student
Council. He also holds membership
in the Pep Club and Fellowship of
Christian Atheletes. Bill is one of
our new male cheerleaders and
plays varsity baseball.

Pete Peterman represents Mark
Smith this year as a National Merit
Semi-Finalist. He holds the position
of president in the Senior Class of
the FCA. Pete also enlists his tal-
ents in the Telstar as its Sports Edi-
tor.

Scott Judd, our exceptional Cap-
tain of the basketball team, adds
the quality and quantity of Mark
Smith. He is a2 member of the Beta
Club and French Club.

The last but not least of the Su-
perlatives chosen this year is Mike
Jackson, Mike has always done well
in his grades with a four A and one
B average. He also serves as Secre-
tary of the Student Council and is
one of our male cheerleaders.

Initiates

Born Loser’s Club

stock, the organization went on a
field trip to Kohlmeyer & Co., a
leading stock brokers company.
There, after learning many interest-
ing facts about the stock market,
the class then purchased two shares
of stock from Brunswick, INC., a
leading sporting equipment com-
pany.

Officers who have been elected
to the organization are as follows:
Pres. William Simpson; Secre, Scott
Wood; Treasurers, Ramdu Gorman;
and Advisor Mr. Eller.

The purpose of the Born Losers,
INC. is to promote interest in the
stock market. At the end of the
year, the organization will meet and
decide what to do with the stock
purchased.
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alues: Misplaced?

“Have the young people of this generation misplaced their values?”
To answer this question, a person must examine his ownself. There are
many examples for the pro and con answers to this question.

A person who is willing to throw away simething he has worked hard
to achieve, for a few minutes or hours of fooliness, has exercised his gift
of reason and choice poorly. Yet if he feels that this short time was
worth the price paid; then he has not misplaced his values, he has
simply chosen the wrong ones.

Many people tend to use the above mentioned example and the like
to lack up their assumption that the youth of this country are suffering
from moral decay. I cannot follow this line of thinking. Too often this
side of the question is played up tremendously in relation to the other
side.

Let us examine for a minute this other side just referred to. Consider
the student who contributes his time and efforts to gaining knowledge
that will aid him in future years or to learning a trade which will also
prove invaluable Jater. Certainly this individual is not symbolic of moral
decay or lack of true values in those of his generation.

1 believe if more of the critics of our generation examined the true
facts instead of the more obvious their opinion would be greatly sway-
ed from the minus to the plus side.

Favoritism

A basic sideline in education is a grading system by which the extent
of a student’s knowledge can be determined. Everyone will agree that,
except in the most abstract courses, it is essential to know, given a
uniform standard, what the student has Jearned. Grades serve no other
purpose than this; they are not a popularity list given out by the
teacher. R

It is man’s nature to come in conflict at times with his fellow man,
and therefore it is understandable that a teacher can dislike a pupil.
However, even though he may feel animosity towards this person, the
gradebook is no place for an exhibition of hate or vengeance. No matter
who anyone is, or thinks he is, he should have to prove his own ability,
not prove in how good a standing he can stay with his teacher.

Everyone likes to be flattered. But, teachers, this is your fault for
listening to it. Of course, you can like or dislike anyone you please, and
you can even display your attitude, but don’t let your emotions get the
better of you. Remember that grades are photographs of what a student
has accomplished. If you color your gradebook with A’s and F’s, when
in reality you must admit that you “just don’t like the guy,” you are
not only cheating yourself, but making it more difficuit for the student
himself to see what he really is doing.

What Is The Reason For School?

All normal people would rather see, hear, or do something beautiful
and glamorous, but usually life cannot be complete unless someone
does the ugly work. In many cases, the dull, tedious tasks are essential,
even to the extent that “bright light” deeds cannot be successful with-
out them. These facts are evident at school in our academic and athletic
administrations.

To explain my point, look at a young, talented actress who wants to
make it to the top. After her film has become a big success,she is
acclaimed as a star. But, look behind the scenes for a moment at the
excellent production, skillful direction, and well-made sets, and it be-
comes clear that without these stepping stones, our girl probably would
not have been singled out at all.

It can’t be helped that people are much more interested in watching
a good football game than in seeing how many boys pass in one year.
because, as I said in the opening paragraph, exciting things are much
more appealing. But what seems to have been forgotten is that academ-
ics are the most important reasons for going to school, and that ath-
letics are just fringe benefits for the sports-minded students.

As it stands now, Mark Smith is running a well-organized athletic
program, from varsity sports to “P. E.” classes every day, but there are
several glaring situations that must be remedied. Our school is supposed
to have one of the best basketball floors in the city, all the modern
equipment needed, and in addition, fine teams to use these advantages.
On the other hand, our library’s shelves are over half empty, there
aren’t enough literature books for the lith grade, and there isn’t evena
room for the school’s two publication’s staffs. Isn't it logical that in-
stead of the exhorbitant sum alleged to have been spent for the basket-
ball uniforms, at least half could have been used for improving our
so-called library? The whole situation is just as absurd as having a
beautiful modern Doctor’s office with no medical equipment to furnish
it. The pretty part is there for everyone to see, but the necessities are
woefully lacking.

I think it is wonderful to have as good an athletic program as we
have, but indeed the academic situation should be on an even keel, if
not higher standard, than that portion of school life. Let us not lower
our athletic standard by hedging on its budget to strengthen the aca-
demic side of school life, but, rather, let us bring up the interest, both
financially and in spirit, so that correct relationships can be maintained.
In the future I hope that i i and demic facilities
will be recognized as the most important facets of our school.

Mark
Smith
Speaks

Dear Editor,

This is a double protest against
the student’s loss of interest in the
suggestion box and lack of action
on the part of the Student Council
and faculty.

When the Student Council first
put out the suggestion box in the
main hall there wasn’t a great deal
of student interest in it. Many of
the suggestions were corny and un-
reasonable, stuck there for a joke
Many of the suggestions were good,
however. After the first few weeks
the “newness” of the suggestion
‘box has worn off and students no
longer put suggestions in it. One
possible reason for this is the fact
that after the suggestions are read,
little of anything at all is done
about them.

Why don’t the students and the
faculty realize that good use of the
suggestion box is a must if there are
to be any improvements here at
Mark Smith?

A student at Mark Smith
Dear Editor,

Recently, the entire student
body at Mark Smith High Schoul
had the great privilege of attending
a speech by W. H. Riddenhouse,
who was here to help in Bibb
County’s Week of Thanks Program.

1 myself enjoyed the program
very much and I am sure the other
students enjoyed it as much-as I
did. Almost all the boys I have
talked to liked the speaker tre-
mendously.

If we have the Week of Thanks
again next year I hope he will come
and speak fo us again.

Privileged Student

Dear Editor,

“Finish High School” could be
some of the best advice ever given
to a student. Today’s society has no
place for the uneducated person. In
almost all business one of the first
questions posed upon an applicant
for a job is “Do you have a high~
school diploma?”

Unless a person wishes to be-
come a common laborer, he has
very little opportunity in store for
his future if he does not at least
have a high school education.

Stati stics show that the major-
ity of the prison inmates and ju-
veniles are high-school dropouts.
Georgia leads all other states in the
number of school dropouts. This is
not a very impressive record to
boast of.

If a_person graduates from high—
school all sorts of opportunities
open up to him. If he graduates or
even attends college or some form
of higher education, the opportu-
nities enlarge and expand to even
greater areas.

If students here at Mark Smith
would strive to get better grades
and made the work involved more
interesting or tolerable it would
help to enable Georgia to rise in the
number of students who finish
school.

1 sincerely urge all students to
make their utmost efforts to finish

school.
College-bound

Fallacy Of The
Grading System

At the end of every nine weeks there is a lot of fuss about the
grading system, but soon everyone calms down until the end of the
next grading period when the process starts again. But in between the
times when the cards are being signed is when conscientious students
are working hard to be sure their marks are high.

The student who is putting up the biggest fuss about grades and
teachers is usually the student who has relaxed his study habits and let
his grades drop lower than they should. But sometimes students point
out definite bad points in the grading system and in the way some
teachers teach.

For example, the daily grades count two-thirds of the term average
no matter what the ratio is compared to test grades. Also, some teach-
ers expect you to know parts of a subject before covering the material
as if you were reviewing the book instead of taking up something new.
Don’t say it doesn’t happen, faculty, it does!

The coaches have changed their system of grading tremendously in
recent years. Students now worry as much about their P.E. grade as
they do other grades. This is because of the more accurate grading
system in P.E. Now students must exert to their greatest extent to
make a good grade. This is fine if the coaches keep in mind that some
people can’t do as well as others no matter how hard they try and if
they judge every period the same way, especially in sixth period.

TKP

Our School’'s Upkeep:
Whose Responsibility?

Soon a new high school will open in the Bibb County area. This
school, new only in the physical state, is Lanier Senior High. Two years
ago a student of this school took out his hatred of it in the worst
possible way - by setting it ablaze and virtually destroying it.

Now would be a good time to reassess our position in regard to the
school we attend. Are we, as members of the student body, responsible
for the upkeep of our school as well as for supporting its various func
tions? Certainly we should be able to answer in the affirmative to this
question; if we cannot then we need to re-examine ourselves in our
feelings toward our school.

Senseless, destructive scribbling in the restrooms of our school is
certainly nothing to be proud of. This is detracting from the upkeep of
the school and is also costly to cover it up. Perhaps more thought
should be put into such acts before they are committed.

Another item worthy of note is support of our athletic teams, Real-
izing “spirit” has been harped on quite a bit; let enough be said by
simply saying that if we get behind our basketball team and put forth
the effort in supporting it that the players put into playing the game,
Mark Smith could well bring home its first region championship.

Let’s have a little more pride in our school and make it a better
number one than it already is!
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