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Salutatorian — John David Mullins
Valedictorian — Patfy Richardson

Senior Classes Vote Honors

As graduation time grows near,
one of its most impcrtant facets
has been completed by both Mark
Smith and Lasseter. This is selec-
ting the Valedictorian and Saluta-
torian for each school.

Lasseter won the toss of the
coin and chose Valedictorian. The
tentative honor students met and
voted Miss Patty Richardson . this
honor. Patty Richardson truly de-
serves this honor of delivering the
farewell address for the first gra-
duating class of the two schools.
Patty has maintained an .all A
average, was chosen STAR student
for Lasseter High, held the position
of Vice President of the Beta Club,
Secretary of the Chemistry Club,
and Secretary-Treasurer of the
Senjor Class. Her record is one
that should be admired and copied,
if at all possible, by any student
wishing to attain a high quality
of scholastic and curricula excel-
lence.

Mark Smith was then given the
privilege of selecting Salutatorian.

al

Mark Smith’s tentative honor stu-
dents met and voted John David
Mullins the honor, with Billy Grif-
fin as alternate. The honor group
made an excellent choice in John
David, not only because of his
consistent A average, but also his
many extra-curricular = activities
that take up a tremendous amount
of time. Last year John David was
the annual editor, and this year
was the associate edifor., He has
received letters in all three sports
he has participated in, football,
baskethall, and track. For this he
received the Scholar-Athlete Award
in our school. He also received
the Jaycee’s Good Citizen Award,
served as officer of his sophomore
and junior classes, was Vice Pre-
sident of the Beta Club, a member
of the executive committee of the
Student Council, received the
W. L. Lewis Scholastic Award and
the Macon Rotary Club Award.

His record is truly one of extreme
excellence, and one that should be
admired by all students,

Mr. Peugh delivering speech on communism.

M.S. Host Law Day Speaker

On May Ist there was a very
interesting speaker at Mark
Smith. This man was James E.
Peugh. He is from Milledgeville,
Georgia, is twenty-six years old,
and is married and has three chil-
dren. James Peugh graduated form
Georgia State in 1964 with a BB.A,
degree, and was in the top 15%
of his class. In 1967 he will gra-
duate from Walter F. George
School of Law, Mercer University
with a L.L.B. degree. He is co-
editor-in-chief of the Mercer Law
Review, and has the highest honor
attainable at the Walter F. George
School of Law. Awards given him

B
are: Charles Elihu Nadler Award
in the field of legal writing, Corpus
Juris Secundum Award for excel
lence in Legal Study, George B.
Connell Memorial Award for at-
taining the highest scholastic
average in the Law School for a
given quarter, eleven American
Jurisprudence Awards for academic
achievement, and is on the Dean’s
List.

Mr. Peugh talked on Communism
and its numerous flaws and demo-
cracy. He talked about how they
were so different, and how demo-
cracy is stronger than Communism.

Editors Chosen
For Coming Year

Most of our publishing staff
will be leaving Mark Smith this
school year. To fill their shoes
will be a job of enormous propor-
tions.

To do this, the advisors of the
annual and the departing staff
have chosen Mitchell Schwaber as
editor. His staff will consist of
Henry Dohn — associate editor;
Jack Kotler — business editor; and
under classmen who will join the
staif next year.

The newspaper editor and his

staff chosen in like manner
will consist of Neil Struby — edi-
tor-in-chief; John Porter — asso-

ciate editor; Jack Kotler — man-
aging editor; Pete Peterman —
sports editor; and Floyd William-
son — co-sports editor. The rest
of the staff will be chosen from
boys who join the staff in the
fall.

Both of these publications have
many openings to be filled in the
fall and any student interested in
participation in either of these
activities should contact Mr. G.
Lewis Wright next fall

Ist Junior-

Senior Held

“May 13, Be suspicious!” That’s
what the poster read which hung
in the halls of Lasseter and Mark
Smith the week before: the my-
sterious date.

Obviously, May 13th turned out
to be what Mark Smith and Las-
seter students hope will become a
long lasting tradition for the two
schools. The Juniors of the schools
honored the Seniors with a Junior-
Senior dance.

The Mark Smith Student Council
sponsored a talent show, with all
proceeds going towards the pro-
duction of the Junior-Senior Dance.
Several large donations were ac-
cepted, which totaled the amount
needed for the band.

The Juniors began planning
months ahead by chosing “Bali
Hai” as the theme for the dance.
Committees were formed to take
charge of decorations, lighting,
and the band.

On Friday the 12th, the Juniors
began decorating the Lasseter cafe-
torium during study halls. A bam-
boo nut was constructed in the
rear of the room.

To follow the tropical theme,
the refreshment tables were decked

with assorted tropical fruits.
Cookies and soft drinks were
served.

The dance was from 812, with
The Hornets, and featuring Eddie
(Hogman) Kirk.

Student Council
Officers Elected

At the last meeting of the Mark
Smith Student Council, the officers
for the 1967-'68 school year were
elected. They are: President —
Billy Kilgore; Vice-President ~—
Jeff Bridges; Tr-asurer — Bob
McDavid; Seerctary — John Du-
pree; and Sergeant-at-arms
Chuck Wells.

These boys deserve the congra-
tulations of the student body and
their support to keep Mark Smith
where it is, and to move it for-
ward as it has done since it was
born in 1965.

The Mark Smith Marching Bull-\
dog Band performed at the 101st
annual Confederate Memorial Ser-
vice at Rose Hill Cemetary on
April 26, 1967. This program
honors the dead soldiers of the
‘War Between the States. Our Smith
bugler, Robert Boyce and Jim Hig-
gins, played assembly and later
taps. Dr. Alvin H. Brackett gave
the invocation, which was followed
by the pledges to the flags. The
band then played our national
anthem. Then, the wreath was
placed on the grave of the Un-
known Soldier. The Lanier Senior
High School Firing Squad gave
salute. Mr. Rasser Smith, accom-
panied by Mr. L. Wood, sang “Lest
We Forget”. Mrs. Marshall then
awarded the medals for essays.
The awarding of crosses of military
service was done by Mrs. Morgan.
The pageant, written by Mr. L.
Wood, was the story of the making
of the first Confederate Flag in
Georgia. The Bulldog Band then
played Dixie and the meeting was
adjourned.

On May 7, the Mark Smith “Bull-
dog” Band presented its Second
Annual Spring Concert in Central
City Park at four o'clock.

Mr. Barnette originated this idea

BULLDOG BAND PERFORMS

the old days when you could sit
around the old bandstand listening
to the civic bands who played
there, or just have a family picnic
on Sunday afternoon.

The idea was a great success.
Over a thousand people showed up
to listen to good music and to
eat barbecue which the Band Props
Inc. served. Programs were pre-
sented by the band’s own majo-
rettes and twirling squad, who
served as hostesses.

The Band played a variety of
classic, semi-classic, and marching
numbers. Among those numbers
were the three which the band
played at the Central Georgia
Music Festival, and which received
a rating of superior. They were
Jedermann — Paul Whear, Inde-
pendentia — R. B. Hall, First Suite
in E flat for Military Band.
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of recreating “An afffernoon in
the Park” last year to bring back

2nd Scholars

At T:30 on Thursday, May 18,
the Second Annual Scholars Recog-
nition Banquet was held in the
Mark Smith lunch room. Many
guests and parents were in attend-
ance, as well as the fiftysix stu-
dents who had attained a 35
average for the first five six
weeks. These students were:
Eight grade: George Bassett III,
Claude Baxley, Hugh Burris, III,
Lester Cohen, Floyd Crouch, Jr,
Chester Crowell, Ronald Elliott,
James Greene, Alvin Hirsch, Ste-
phen Mallory, David Rowland, and
Tommy Weber.

Ninth grade: Stephen Bailey,
Benjamin Butt, James Crumbliss,
Jag Gholson, Michael Heath, Den-
nis Howell Brian McDavid, Ken-
neth Pyles, Stephen Shimmel,
Dirk Thomas, Minton Williams, Jr.,
and Lucian Wood, Jr.

Tenth grade: Richard Anderson;
Wayne Bishop, Edwin Bohac, Jr.,
William Brannen, Thomas Brooks,
Derrel Cone, Randy Gorman, Jeff
Granade, Roy Griffis, Jr., Michael
Jackson, Wayne Bowden, Scott
Judd, Tommy Middlebrooks, David
Morgan, Pete Peterman. Mitehell
Schwaber, David Skidmore, Wil-
liam Watson, and Charles Wells,
Jr.

Eleventh grade: Dickie Hancock,
Steve Harrison, John Johnson, and
Bob McDavid.

Twelfth grade: Billy Griffin,

Part of guests at

Spotlight students
| Spotlight teacher .
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Honor’s Banquet

Banquet Held

John David Mullins, Lawson Pet-
tey, Tom Richardson, Chip Ridley,
Paul Rowland, Jr, and Chuck
Skalko.

The “Geers” put on a fifteen-
minute show after the meal, and
the introduction of guests was
greatly enjoyed by all present.

After the Geers, a student repre-
senting each grade made a speech
on “scholars at our age.” These
five students were Chester Crow-
ell, Lucian Wood, Chip Ridley,
Dickie Hancock, and Pete Peter-
man.

At the conclusion of the speech-
es, Tom Richardson explained the
academic awards and medals, and
what each represented. After this,
the award: for academic achieve-
ment were presented by Mr. Cagle.

The rest of the awards were
given to seniors. Paul Rowland
received The Macon Telegraph and
News Award; Billy Griffin, Jerry
Kelly, John David Mullins and Tom
Richardson the national French
awards by being selected to be
come members of its society, and
finally; the Macon Rotary Club
Award was presented to Tohn Dav-
id Mullins, after having been chos
en by his fellow honor students.
John David was also the only stu-
dent to have maintained an all A
average from grades 8 through 12.
After these awards, the banquet

Raymonde Kelley, Jr., Jerry Kelly,

was concluded.
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How To Cheat Yourself!

It is easy to understand why a;he may get into the habit and

person would want to cheat in
school, and you could write a book
on the methods of doing it, but
it is a serious thing.

At first a person may forget
about a test until it is too late to
study, even though he meant to.
Then he feels like he needs to
cheat that once to keep his average
up.

If a person is in a class where
most of the other people cheat, or
some of his good friends cheat,
and get away with it, he would
feel that there was no use in
studying. A boy might feel that
a test is unfair. Sometimes the
people that cheat can do better
than the people who study hard.
It is very discouraging to them.
They are doing all the work and
not getting any benefit from it.

Once a person starts cheating,

i

begin to rely on it to pass instead
of studying. As time passes he
will know less and less than the
the rest of the class, and will have
to rely more and more on cheat-
ing.

No matter what the reason,
cheating is dishonest and hurts
the boy more in the long run than
it helps him, If the teacher thinks
he is doing better than he really
is, the teacher won't be able to
help him with the things he needs
help on, and he won’t learn as
much.

Then there is the matter of
getting caught. If you get one zero
it would lower your grade more
than it would raise it by cheating
on the other tests. Also it would
give you a bad reputation, and
the teacher would not be able to
trust you from then on.

An Evaluation From A Senior

Since we are now at the end
of the second school year for Mark
Smith, it is appropriate that we
take a look at the past.

In two short years, Mark Smith
has attained a reputation which
may be summed up in two words—
remarkable achievement. Perhaps
this remarkable achievement is
most evident in the sports pages

of the Macon papers, but Mark,

Smith’s achievements extend be-

yond athletic activities. It is seen
‘out of doors. Why should people

in the numerous awards earned by
Mark Smith students for their
various outstanding talents. It is
seen in the classrooms and in the
library, where students are in-
stilled with a desire for learning.
We wish to commend Mr. Ed-
ward G. Cagle for doing an excel-
lent job in overseeing Mark Smith
in such an efficient and friendly
manner. His efficiency would not
be possible without the invaluable
aid of Mrs. Harrison and the others
who assist him. His friendly and
individual attention to each person
makes him the students’ choice,
and for these of us who were
formerly Lanier students, recalls
to mind the similar personality of
the late Mr. Tom Porter.
responsible for Mark

Several improvements needed
have to do with facilities in spite
of and sometimes because of Mark
Smith’s newness. The gymnasium
needs an “accoustical tile” ceiling,
or other compensation for its
acoustical defficiencies. Speakers,
singers, and other special programs
would be of greater value if the
listening audience could under-
stand whatever the speaker is
saying. Also, pep rallies would be
more effective if they were held

cheer if no one can hear them?
In the gym, one crash of the cym-
bols is louder than the shouts of
six hundred healthy boys.

Another problem with noise is
heard in the library and in the
language lab, which are equipped
with the squeakiest chairs manu-
factured. In these two places where
irritating and distracting noises are
most unwarranted, silent seating
should prevail.

There has been an unfortunate
amount of misuse of the science
and language laboratories. To
certain extent, this is due to igno;
rance as to proper use of labo-
ratory facilities. Lack of discipline
is the chief reason for the misuse
and subsequent damage to the

are too numefous to name. They
include teachers, parents, students,
and many, many more.

Even though we feel that Mark
Smith is not excelled by any other
high school in Georgia, we see a
need for improvements. Coeduca-
tion is an improvement discussed
at length elsewhere on this page.

In the next few year, Mark Smith
will probably grow until it will be
necessary to build a junior high
school. As things stand now, eighth
and ninthgraders are able to par-
ticipate in few extra-curricular ac-
tivities other than athletics. Some
claim that special clubs within the
school would tend to divide the
student body. The present policy
of excluding eighth and ninth
graders from many activities serves
to alienate them, which is surely
worse than the other division.

During the past year, Mark
Smith's Senior Class has been
denied “senior privileges” tradi-
tionally granted every graduating
class. This is 2 matter which should
be acted upon immediately by our
Student Council, and by next year’s
Senior Class officers.

The clubs programs need to be
reexamined. The present plan for
clubs having specific Friday acti-
vity periods works fine in theory,
but in fact is unworkable. It is
not unusual for a student to have
several club meetings on the same
Friday and none at all on other
Fridays. After preparing good pro-
grams, some clubs had very poor
attendance due to its members’
other activities. ing club

. With proper discipline
and instruction on the part of
teachers, and responsibility on the
part of students, damage to lab-
oratories would be reduced to nor-
mal wear on equipment,

There is a need to maintain
primary emphasis on academics
and secondary emphasis on extra-
curricular activities, especially var-
sity sports. The reason schools exist
is not to train athletes and winning
teams, but to educate high school
students. Rulings of the Georgia
Board of Education, which will
come into effect next year, should
help accomplish this end, but ad-
ditional action is called for. Elec-
tions which have been previously
held during football season should
be held sufficiently later, so that
those elected will know that they
were chosen for their offices and
honors because of their leader-
ship and character, and not just
for one outstanding play on the
football field.

Mark Smith needs a “parents
club”, or PTA, or some similar
organization to promote parental
interest in school activities. It
should be notéd that two parent’s
organization, the Band Boosters
and the Bulldog Club, already exist,
but their interest, activity, and
membership is 1lml',€d to certain
areas. An to include

Letter
to the
Editor

I would like to express my feel-
ings of appreciation towards Mark
Smith High School.

It has been a great privilege fo
attend this school. Mark Smith
gives a good education by help
of its facilities, such as good text-
books, a nice library, a modern
building, and other things. It's
teachers are of the best quality
in Georgia. The grading system is
fair and honest.

Smith has been great in sports.
Football has meant great school
spirit. Our football team was un-
derrated by sportswriters, but it
shocked all Macon. The best part
of our football team is its dedi-
cated members, who will one day
be leaders in this community. Even
though the basketball team is pre-
dicted to lose all of its games
under Coach Clifton, it will be one
of the best. Next year our track
team under Coach Meeks will be
one of the best in the region. Our
baseball, wrestling, golf, and tennis
teams will also be of the best
quality.

Our school’s faculty has really
meant a lot to all the students.
1t means something when a teacher
goes out of his way to help a per-
son with seeing or hearing pro-
blems. It means something when
a coach goes out of his way to he
good to every athlete, good or bad.
It means something when every
teacher or coach does his best to
help teach or coach the students.
It means something when a scheol
cares so much for every student.

I have had the privilege to know
most of the teachers at Mark
Smith. They are some of the nicest
and best qualified people you
could possibly find. The students
are truly dedicated, and will some-

a| day be the real leaders of the

next generation. I am proud that
I have attended Mark Smith.
David Rowland

Class Of 67—
It’sUp To You

In a very few days, Mark Smith's
first Senior Class will have gra-
duated. This auspicious occasion
will mark the end of their high
school careers, and the beginning
of a new life.

Many will go to colleges through-
out the nation. Some will begin
work in various jobs. A few will
enter the armed forces. Whatever
these people do after graduation,
the public will be watching. Just
as Middle Georgians have watched
the founding of the mnew high
school, the efforts of its teams,

What Kind Of

I am a high school senior about
to depart from the Bibb County
Public School scene. I cannot
leave in good conscience without
making a lost effort to bring be-
fore the people of Bibb County
and to the attention of the Bibb
County Board of Education what
I and my fellow students, male and
female, feel to be the greatest
fault with our present school sys-
tem — segregation by sex.

At a time in our growth and de-
velopment that we need most to
learn to know, understand and be
associated with the members of
the oposite sex, we are denied the
fulfillment of this need. It is my
opinion that the people and the
Board are simply following an
antiquated policy that should have
long been supplanted by newer
sociological thought. I have re-
searched this problem and find
that back in the early part
of the century schools were segre:
gated by sex because the thinking
of the times was such as prohibited
the association of boys and girls
without proper chaperonage. How-
ever, in the years following I find
that approximately 95% of the
schools have changed from segre-
gation by sex to integration in
keeping wth the more modern
sociological thought that one of
the main developmental tasks of
the teen-ager is to make the
change-over from a boy-boy rela-
tionship to a girl-boy relationship.
There is much more interest at
this time in the opposite sex than
there is in childhood. It is im-
portant, therefore, that home,
school and the community should
provide many opportunities for
boys and girls to work and play
together. Boys and girls must
learn to feel at home with one
another. If teen-agers are accept-
ed as desirable by members of
the opposite sex they have a bet-
ter chance to be happy in later
life. They will make better ad-
justments in marriage and in
other relationships between men
and women. Can it be that the
Board of Education and the gen-
eral public is unaware of this
fact; are they uninterested in our
social development or do they
have other reasons for denying to
us, by segregation of the sexes, an
opportunity to make a normal
social adjustment?

I noticed recently where the
schools of South Carolina are re-
turning to a segregated, by sex,
policy due to the racial question.
Is that perhaps the underlying rea-
son why we continue to be segrega-
ed by sex? If so, why is the Board

Segregation?

inconsistent in that one so-called
white school is integrated by sex,
all so-called negro schools are in-
tegrated by sex, yet the others re-
main segregated? An investiga-
tion of the integrated schools
showed the students to be much
happier in their work and play.
As to the racial question does the
Board think that it can shelter us
forever from the realities of the
“sixties”? We have to make our
own decisions as to whom we will
associate with; we do anyway.

From the work standpoint, my
research proved that mental de-
velopment progresses better in an
integrated environment.  Boys,
particularly, need to be stimulated
toward learning at this age in life.
Competition and association with
girls provide this to a great ex-
tent. Boys tend to think along
one line; girls usually think along
a different line. We need both
viewpoints for the sake of learning
as well as finding out how the op-
posite sex thinks if we are to be
successful in our later life. The
curricula in our present schools
could be broadened as we would
have enough demand for certain
classes that now only a few boys
or a few girls want. The “drop-
out” rate could be cut much faster
by integration of the sexes than
by any other method. Boys and
girls are going to go to school
and try harder if they are trying
to impress the opposite sex.

There would be no problem of
building new facilities as the pres-
ent ones could be adapted with
little or no physical change.

Why, if all arguments point up
the fact that integration of schools
by sex means the development of
a betterrounded individual social-
ly, physical and intellectually,
won’t the Board of Education act
to correct this most important
thing that is wrong with Bibb
County Schools? We all know
that the Board is composed of
learned men, mostly professional
men, who must be aware of these
facts. Does an out-dated preju-
dice that women are not equal
to men still exist in their minds?
Or does the racial issue control
their actions? I can think of no
other reasons that would prevent
their taking steps to allow the
schools to integrate by sex. If
they would only survey the stu-
dent bodies involved they would
find that segregation by sex is the
main cause of unhappiness within
the schools.

(Continued to page 3)
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teachers and parents of all Mark
Smith students could spark com-
munity interest in Mark Smith, and
meaningful communication bet-
ween parents and teachers.

In we feel that Mark

meetings and limiting the number
of clubs a student can join could
help solve this problem.

Smith is one of Georgia’s best high
schools, but it still needs improve-
ment,
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What will be said of Mark
Smith’s first graduates? No one can
say for sure, but one thing is
certain: Class of 67, it's up to
you.
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