Mark Smith High School for Boys, Macon, Georgia

Evaluation Committee

Mark Smith Passes
Its First Evaluation

During the days of April 3, 4,
and 5, Mark Smith was visited by
a committee composed of several
teachers and directors of the school
system for the purpose of evalua-
ting ‘the school. There was no
question as to whether or not Mark
Smith was accredited, however.
Since the ‘students of Mark Smith
came from a previously accredited
school, Mark Smith was accrediated
also, due to the accreditation of

““the former sehool The purpose of
the it i was mere-

Horne from Baldwin County High
School observing science, Dr. Les-
ter D. Stephens observing Social
Studies; Mr. John Lummus from
Forsyth County Scheol System ob-
serving the staff and administra-
tion, Dr. Charles Berryman from
the University of Georgia obser-
ing in philosophy, Dr. Earnest Phil-
lips from Baldwin observing school
and community, Mr. Harvey Dun-
can from the Richmond County
School - System observing. - class
i Mr. John Grindle from

ly to observe the various functions
of Mark Smith, and to offer any
advice which they believe would
better the school’s academic pro-
cedure.

The chairman of the committee
was Dr. M. C. Sanders from the
Georgia College at Milledgeville.
His staff included: Dr. Charles
Johnson of the University of
Georgia observing in the foreign
language field, Dr. Robert Bowen
from the University of Georgia ob-
serving Health and Physical Educa-
tion, Mr. Raymond Ginn from the
State Department of Education ob-
serving Industrial Arts, Mrs. Clara
NeSmith from Albany High School
observing mathematics; Dr. Leon
Culpepper from Waycross, Georgia
observing musie, Mrs. Elizabeth

U. S. Army Chorus.

U. S. Army Field Chorus Performs

The U.S. Army Field Chorus per-
formed here at Mark Smith on
April 13 during fifth period. The
chorus’s official name is “The
Soldiers” Chorus, which is directed
by Sergeant Major Gene Coughin
of Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. The
group was formed in 1946, and has
appeared in all of the fifty states,
Canada, Mexico, the United King-
dom, Europe, and the Far East.

The chorus is composed of
twenty-two men, with each man
especially selected for this assign-
ment because of his outstanding
musical ability. Many of the group
have degrees in music and pro-

Atlanta observing Business Educa-
tion, Mrs. Hazel Mets from San-
dersville, Georgia observing Eng-
lish, Mrs. Jacquelyn Richardson
from Macon observing student acti-
vities, Mrs. Lee Drury from Jones-
boro, Georgia observing library
and audio-visual, Dr. Hugh Moss
from Atlanta observing guidance,
and Dr. M. C. Sanders observing
Distributive Education and Driver’s
Education.

The committee’s conclusions
about Mark Smith were good. They
said there were no major prob-
lems, only minor ones that could
be taken care of with a little time
and money. The official report
will be presented in the future to
the administration.

fessional experience.

The group performed in three
different ways during the program,’
all three of which were excellent. |
First they sang as the total group,’
then in a smaller group, and finally
as solos. Of special interest was
a comedy number done by a bar-
bershop quartet when they sang
their version of “Rigeletto”, an
opera. One of the group

M.S. Math Team
Atends Ist Meet

The second annual Middle Geor-
gia Math Championship, sponsored
by the Lanier Senior Math Club,
was attended recently by sixteen
of Mark Smith’s top math students,
with Miss Mary Ella Clements as
advisor. Although the team was
not notified of the contest until
a few days before it was held, and
several important members had to
attend the Columbus Relays, the
team did a fine job.

The team, which consisted of
Billy Griffin, Tommy Boren, Clif-
ford Goad, Bill Watson, Chuck
‘Wells, Raymond Kelley, and Mite-
hell Schwaber, individual seniors
division; and Chuck Vance, Mich-
ael Clark, Lin Wood, Stephen
Shimmel, Ken Pyles, Minton Wil-
liams, and David Byrd, individ-
ual juniors division; was divid-
ed into the Senior High team quali-
fied for Class AA because of its
small class of calculus students
and a junior high team.

After an extremely hard hour

Choral group in action.

Middle Georgia Choral Group Sings

On April 8, during 6th period,
the students of Mark Smith enjoy-
d a real treat. The Middle Geor-

trip to Florida,

This group was one of the best
assembhes this school has been
d to have here. This pro-

gia Choral performed, as
many students will remember, at
Lanier Senior also. The group of
college juniors and seniors were
extremely good, singing many po-
pular songs, both folk and blues
songs.

Jim Whitaker is their director,
and has taken them on tours

gram was not only enjoyable but
also educational, and it is hoped
that they will return next year for
a repeat performance.

The administration deserves the
thanks and appreciation of the stu-
dents here at Mark Smith, not only
for this program, but all the other

and a half test for
honors, the four team 'members
(the other four were alternates)
had a.quick auestion. and answer
period. Although no trophies were
brought home, the team made a
fine showing, and will certainly
improve by next year.

Annual Scholars
Banquet Planned

The second annual Scholar Re-
cognition Banquet will be held May
18th in the Mark Smith School
Iunchroom at 8:00 P.M. This ban-

uet, as was last year’s will be
sponsored by the “Telstar” and
“Markseter”, the school publica-
tions.

All students who have attained a
3.5 average for five grading periods
this year will be eligible. You can
figure your average; A’s are four
points, B’s count three points, and
no points for C’s or below. You
then divide by the number of
grades.

Any parent may attend at the
cost of $1.00 per ticket. All teachers
are invited to attend. There will
be several guests and the awarding
of the Macon News and Telegraph
Publications Award.

Students will handle the pro-
gram, with John David Mullins as
master of ceremonies.
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a group of Mexican folk songs at
the end.
The other half of the Field

Spotlight colleges ...
Spotlight Students

Chorus, the Field Band, will com-
bine to play at Mercer in the fu-
ture.

Spotlight Teacher . 6

around the southeast. One of their| i
highlighted tours was to Nassau,
and they have another planned

programs provided for
this school, and it is hoped that
this policy will continue.

Fire rages through third floor of Lanier Sr.

Fire Brings Sorrow
To Lanier Students

On April 17, at approximately

1:30 AM, a Lanier student took|
out his hatred of his school in|

perhaps the worst way possible.
He broke into the school, dowsed
the third floor bathroom with
gasoline, and struck a match to
start a horrid fire.

Fortunately, someone called the
fire department and reported the
blaze. The firemen were on the
scene just a few minutes later, but
because of the age of the building,
the fire was raging out of control.
However, the firemen brought the
blaze under control, even though
there was a water shortage for a
short time.

The damage to the building was
not tremendously extensive, al-
though the third floor and audi-

torium were completely gutted.
There was a considerable amount
of smoke and water damage to
the 1st and 2nd floors, but be-
cause of quick work by several
people, the trophies and records
were saved. Thirteen of the thirty-
four classrooms were completely
destroyed, causing the stoppage of
school for the school year. The
Lanier students then went on
double schedule with Lanier Junior.

Although the $800,000 building
was insured, the damage, incon-
venience, and interruption to be
students is immeasurable. It is
really disturbing to think that a
student would hate his school
enough to attempt to destroy it
by fire.
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The Name Of The Game Is Education

Father Crandle

‘When World War II ended and
millions of young Americans re-
turned from the fields of battle
and the dark sea lanes, the Fed-
eral Government authorized the
expenditure of funds to provide
college educations for the veterans
who might apply. Popularly
known as the GI Bill of Rights, it
was considered by many cynical
citizens as another example of
economic waste, for they were con-
vinced that the ex-servicemen
would use the funds to idle away
a few years on college campuses
swigging beer and ogling the co-
eds.

But it didn’t turn out that way
— not at all. These hardened vet-
erans buckled down to their text-
books, stayed long hours in the
libraries, and in most instances
scored better on their tests and
exams than their non-veteran class-
mates. Many went on into pro-
fessional schools, and today, all
over America, there are doctors,
dentists, clergymen, and other

skilled professionals who received
their training through the GI Bill
of Rights.

‘What motivated these men in
their pursuit of learning? Ob-
viously, it was the realization
through their military experience
that if they were going to rise
above being the buck privates in
the rear ranks of life, they would
need the kind of knowledge which
only a good education can provide.

That was twenty years ago. The
massive - technological strides
which have been made since those
days have multiplied the demands
for educated men and women in
all fields of life.

The high school years are the
pleasant years of maturing into
adulthood.  Football, basketball,
baseball and track; dates and
dances and club-meeting, all of
these enhance the thrill of grow-
ing up. Just don’t forget that the
real name of the game is EDUCA-
TION.

Arson — A Malicious Crime

Arson is a very serious and]second floors were severcly dama-
malicious crime by which a person ged by water and smoke.
can cause huge amounts of des-i When a school fire strikes, every-
truction and property damage. It body is hurt indirectly. The forty-
only takes minutes to damage that four year-old school building cost
which can sometimes take years eight hundred thousand dollars to
to repair. | build, besides the books and equip-

There are several reasons why ment that perished. It was not com-
a person might want to set fire!pletely destroyed, but it will cost
to a building, There is always a lot | the taxpayers plenty to repair the

of excitement at a big fire; large
crowds gather and firetrucks come
racing to the scene from all around.

The action is intense as the flames

spread and the firemen battle to
keep the fire under control. Also,
he might like to hear news of his
deed broadcast over the radio and
television, printed in the news-
paper. There may be some pers-
onal reason that the person wants
- the building destroyed.

Recently, the third floor of
Lanier Senior High School was de-
vestated by fire, and the first and

YOUR RIGHT

A great American jurist, the
late Judge Learned Hand, once ob-
served: “Liberty lies in the hearts
of men and women. When it dies
there, no constitution, no law, no
court can save it. No constitution,
no law, no court can even do much
to help it .

May first is Law Day U.S.A. by
proclamation of the President and
Joint Resolution of Congress. It
is a day to remind all Americans
of their dual responsibilities as
citizens: to obey the law and re-
spect the rights of others.

Don’t ignore the responsibilities
of citizenship.

— Accept its rights and benefits.

~—Help safeguard individual lib-
erty under law by upholding the
law.

—— Respect the rights of others.

| damage. There is a great incon-
| venience to all of Lanier’s student
and faculty. Many of the students
had to give up afternoon jobs. The
building holds many happy me-
mories for thousands of people. Be-
sides this, the firemen had to risk
their lives to prevent even more
damage. Two of them were in-
jured this time.

You could go on and on talking
about the trouble caused, but it
is clear that arson is a most serious
crime.

— Resolve grievances by lawful
means.

— Support the police and other
law enforcement agencies.

-— Encourage civil obedience.

Remember our heritage of free-
doms guaranteed by law.

The United States is the model
among nations of true religious
freedom. For nearly two centuries
that freedom has been protected
by the Federal Constitution. All
the 50 state Constitutions contain
like guarantees. We take this for
granted. But in many lands, re-
ligious freedom is rigorously di-
rected by the state. You help
guard religious freedom when you
uphold the law and recognize the
rights of others.

Remember your rights and du-
ties.

-YOUR DUTY|!

Letters
fo the
Editor

I think that the lowest person
you could be at Mark Smith is an
eighth grader. An eighth grader,
according to older classmen, is
ignorant and immature.

An eighth grader is a very un-
notable person. For example, the
eighth-grade basketball and track
teams were not pictured in the
annual, yet the eighth grade basket-
ball team had the best record of
any of our basketball teams.

The eighth grader is very un-
derprivileged. He may only be a
member of the 4-H club. At Lasse-
ter an eighth grader may be a
member of the Dramatics Club.
‘Why can't Mark Smith -eighth
graders organize a Junior Drama-
tics or Science Club? Why can’t
we have our own study hall? In
a recent letter to the editor, a
senior complained of having to
study with “underclassmen”!

Why do eighth graders have fo
be so low if they are the largest
grade in the school. I sincerely
hope in the future that the admi
istration, faculty, and older clas
men will make eighth graders not
so under privileged and unnotable.

Dear Editor,

As we near the end of the school
year, I believe that we should re-
examine our present policies and
strive to improve them. The matter
with which I am presently con-
cerned is our grading system.

I realize the necessity of grades
for various purposes. But I believe
that our grading system may be
reasonable lettered so that these
purposes may be better satisfied.

Our present A, B, C, D, F, grad-
ing system is too general. All four
passing marks cover a range of
10 points in one’s six weeks aver-
age. Thus it is possible for a per-
son with an 89 average to receive
the same as a person with an 80
average. This just isn’t fair!

I think we should adapt some!

sort of plan to solve this injustice.
One plan would eliminate the A,
B, C, D, F, and replace it with a
system which would give a numeri-
cal average in each subject.

Another plan would be a com-
promise between the numerical
system and the letter system. That
is, a system with not just A, B, C,
D, F, but also pluses and minuses
for each letter. This would in-
crease the range of passing grades
from four to ten.

Some may think that either of
these two systems might prove too
complicated. In a sense, yes; but
the advantages of this systern
would be well worth it. Those who
try to “just get by” would be
rewarded for extra efforts.

Now is the time for change!
Next year will be to late. If the
administration acts now a new
grading system could be institued
at the beginning of the next school

On the line

One upon a time in the ficticious
county of Bibb there was a high
school named for a grand and
glorious poet. This school grew and
grew until it was necessary to
build another high school in the
southern part of Bibb. The old
school continued to grow, however,
and it was necessary to build anot-
her new high school east of the
muddy Ocmulgee River.

In a year of existence, this new-
est high school in Bibb acquired
the reputation of being not the
| biggest but the best in Bibb and
the surrounding counties. It had
| the best principal, the best teac-
| hers, the best football team, the
| best school spirit, the best news-
| paper, and the best building.
| Other schools soon became jea-
{lous. They spread vicious rumors
| about the quality of education at
the newest school. In vain, they
tried to “drown the river rats.”
In the columns of school papers
and local newspapers, writers

foolishly sought to belittle various|

facets of the newest high school.
Fortunately, all these attempts
were abortive.

| But then certain powers com-
| bined forces to deface the newest
high school’s building. Accidentally

stitute for the findings of a psycho-
logist. Nevertheless, they will re-
veal the degree of your Happiness
Quotient.

1. Are you satisfied with your
leisure time activities?

Answer “yes” or ‘“no” to the;
following simple questions. Your{
answers are not designed to sub- future?

2.Do you like to meet mnew'

Into Darkness At Mark Smith

or purposefully, several large glass
windows near various doors at the
ends of different halls were broken.
Those that rule the schools in Bibb
had these windows replaced with
sheets of iron. Their reasoning was
that iron was less apt to break.

The newest high school's stu-
dents were appalled. Aghast, they
watched as three of their very few
windows were replaced with sheets
of iron. Those who saw the school
were sickened by the hideous sight
of sheets of iron where glass was
architecturally intended.

Those that rule the schools in
Bibb did the newest high school
a gross injustice. They should have
replaced the windows with glass,
but they didn’t. They could have
asked the student organizations to
replace the pbroken glass with glass,
but they didn’t. They still have an
opportunity to act. Perhaps they
are unaware that iron windows do
a prison make. Unless these powers
change their present policy sooner
or later all the windows at the
newest high school will break or
eventually be broken and replaced
by sheets of iron, and the newest
high school will be plunged into
darkness.

WHAT'S YOUR H.Q.?
HAPPINESS QUOTIENT

turb the silence?
5. Are you optimistic about your

6. Are you a slave to habits that
you know should be broken?
7. Can you be proud of your

| friends’ accomplishments?

8. Have you faith in something
greater than yourself?
9. Do you enjoy--books; -music;

people, visit different places, dis- works of art?

cover things for yourself? | 10. Have you decided what you
Could you remain satisfied with want from life?

life if most of your possessions| If you have answered “yes” to

| were lost? | a majority of these questions, you

| 4. Have you learned to be con- have a high Happiness Quotient.

tent even when you are alone for If “no”—see a qualified psycholo-

| several hours and there is neither gist.

a radio nor a television set to dis-| Don’t wait . . .
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