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Mr. Mark Smith and “Daddy” Bulidog — (Mr. Cagle)

Mark Smith And Lasseter
Join In Co-Ed Election

Mark Smith and Lasseter have
experienced another “first” again
this year. The two schols joined
together in their first co-ed elec-
tion. Lasseter’s senior class devised
a money-making project w}uch

Philips. Subfreshmen — Ronald
Carroll and Claudia Medley; Chris
Yancey and Patty Richardson;
Alan Kitchens and Valeria Murp-
hey.

The week of campaigning was
busy for the who made

called for sixteen Smith

posters, jars, and pro-

and Lasseter
and any amount of money students
could scrape together for their
favorite candidate.

Each of Lasseter’s classes nomi-
nated three boys, with the seniors
maintaining the privilege of noml—

moted their nominees. The five
finalists,
money, were named affer the
money was counted.

On January 25 an assembly was
held to name the winner of the
contest. Each i was_asked

nating four  boys. The
and their managers were: Seniors
— Donnie Wayne Churchwell and
Susan Stevens; Thomas Edwards
and Marilu Pittman; Thursley Gor-
don and Sandy Price; John McCord
and Vicki Trawick. Juniors —
Jeff Bridges and Kathy Waters;
Billy Kilgore and Kitty Pertsch;
Bob McDavid and Pam Kelley.
Sophomores — Benjie Edwards
and Delores Chupp; Scott Judd and
Teresa Adams; Chuck Wells and
Linda Anderson. Freshman
Brian McDavid and Harriett Hu-
tehings; John Skalko and Terrie
Becker; Dirk Thomas and Candra

two questions by Patty Richardson,
who acted as master of cere-
monies. The answers were judged
by the Vice-President of the senior
class and the president of each
of the other classes. The judges
considered the answers and de-
cided on Billy Kilgore as Mr. Mark
Smith.

Also awarded at the assembly
was the first annual Daddy Bull-
dog honor, which was given to
Mr. Ed Cagle by Susan Stevens,
president of the senior class.
Each nominee was given a Mark
Smith beanie.

History Classes Visit
Historical HayHouse

On February 1 and 2, 104 stu-
dents took a morning off from
school to visit ome of the most
historical sites in Macon, the P.L.
Hay House. The students were ac-
companied by Mrs. Carol Sea-
brooke and Mr, Harrison, and the
transportation was furnished by
the Board of Education. The pur-
pose of the trip was to let the
students see the furnishings and
decorations of the house, which
are like those in the crypts of
monarchs of the 17th and 18th
centuries.

The double front doors, each
side of which weighs more than
five hundred pounds, and has orn-
amented lion-head and shelve
knobs proved to interest the stu-
dents, along with the other
rooms. There were several rooms
in the house that had certain in-
terest, such as the secret room
where Confederate gold and do-
curnents are said to have been
hidden. There was also the legend
of a secret tunnel from the Hay
House to the river,

The Hay House is just one of
the many historical sites here in
Macon, and has drawn many
people from out of state here
to Macon. It is the earnest opi-
nion of this writer that everyone
should tour the Hay House,

This made the second time for
Mrs. Seabrook has taken her
classes to the Hay House, and it
seems that it might become an
annual event.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Jack Kotler, a 10th grader here

at Mark Smith, saw history in the
making January 9th, as he was
in Atlanta, Georgia for the can-
vassing of votes and the election
of Governor Maddox in a historic
joint session of Georgia’s general
assembly.

Jack went to work Wednesday

morning at 9:00, and was busy
all morning running different er

rands for the Representatives and °

Senators. The morning proved a
little of a bore, but there was
some excitement when Represent-
ative Floyd discovered that Re-
presentative “Julian” Bond was
missing from his seat at the roll-
call, but that his button had been
pressed to show that he was pre-
sent. The hardest part of the day
was at lunch time, because the
Representatives and Senators were
not allowed to leave, and the pages
had to bring them lunch.

Jack Kotler

After lunch he went to work
for the Republican Headquarters

at the Capitol, and he was kept [

busy taking messages to different
Senators and Representatives. At
6:00 he was given time off for

dinner, and this was his first meal

of the day. After dinner it was
back to work and he was on hand
for the roll-call election of the
Governor. Jack was also on hand
for Governor Maddox’s inaugura-
tion and State of the State ad-
dress.

This made Jack’s second time V1

in Atlanta as a page, and he says
he looks forward to another trip
to the General Assembly next
ear.

«

Research Papers
Placed On File

Two research -papers of excep-
tional merit have been placed in
the library. Both papers were writ-
ten by Mark Smith students in con-
nection with research projects in
Mrs. Inzer’s sophomore English
classes.

The first paper, entitled “Auto-
matic Weapons of World War IL”
was written by George “Pete”
Peterman. The other, entitled “The
Laser,” was written by Chuck
Wells. These papers will be avail-
able in the future in the library’s
general file for reading or for re.
search.

Spamsh Club officers: President — Chuck Skalko; Vice-President ~—
Jim Morgan; Secretary-Treasurer — Sam Merritt,

Spanish Club Sponsors
Funds-Raising Project

Another club that has been
formed this year is the Spanish
Club. The elected officers of the
club are: president -— Chuck
Skalko, vice perident — Jim Mor-
gan, Secretary-treasurer — Sam
Merritt.

At a recent meeting, the Spanish
Club agreed to set club dues at
$1.00. There are approximately 25
students in the Spanish Club.
These students are both 1st and
2nd year students. The club select-
ed Mrs. Carswell as' its advisor.
Its meetings are held on every
3rd Friday of the month in either

Business club officers: L to r.: President,

the language lab or library dur-
ing activity period.

The Spanish Club recently sold
taffy in order to make money to
finance a Spanish Fiesta at the
end of the year. Its project was
a big success and the club is
considering selling taffy again
during lunch period.

Like many clubs this year the
Spanish Club is just starting and
has a fine chance to make many
improvements in our school as any
other club can, We hope the
Spanish Club is successful in all
of its endeavors this year and
in the future.

im Morgan; Vice President,

Ricky Calloway; Sscretary, Jimmy Whitaker; Historian, Richard Part.

ridge,

The Business Club is off to a
flying start this year with its 18
chartered members. The newly
elected officers are: president -
Jim Morgan, vice-president - Ricky
Calloway, secretary - Jimmy Whi-
taker, treasurer - Richard Part-
ridge, historian - Jerry Edmonson,
chaplain - Dean Lail, and reporter
- Steve Worsham. The advisors for
the Business Club are Mrs. Mar-
garet Elkins, Mrs, Shrigley, and
Mrs. Carolyn C i The Busi-

Car Crashing”

Makes Money

The Business Club recently held
a car-crash in order to make money
for the club, The ten dollars they
made will go toward membership
dues in the State and National
Future Business Leaders of Ameri-
ca. At the car-crash, which was
held on January 24, 1967, the
Business Club charged any willing
participant ten cents for each
time he hit the name of his “favo-
rite” teacher, coach, mother, father,
ete.

ness Club meets every 1st Friday
of each month during activity
period.

The Mark Smith and Lasseter
chapters and officers were installed
into office by the McEvoy Busi-
ness Club headed by Martie Bem-
bry, president of the club. At a
recent meeting the Business Club
had a guest speaker - Helen Cofer
- the state chairman. She spoke on
the Business Club’s organization
and its responsibilities.

The Business Club members are
making several plans for the fu-
ture. First, they plan to fake part
in the Georgia Teen-Age Nutrition
program which will be held on
February 17 and 18. They are also
planning to enter contests spon-
sored by the Future Business
Leaders of America to be held
April 21-22. All in all the Business
Club is expecting a fine and busy
year.
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LEGISLATORS ATTEMPT
UNNECESSARY CHANGE

The legislators of Bibb County
have filed notice of intention to
change the present method of
selecting the members of the Bibb
County Board of Education. Un-
der the present system, which has
been operating for about one hun-
dred years, the active members of
the Board select the new members
when a vacancy occurrs through
death or resignation.

To be selected to serve on the
Bibb County Board has always
been a great honor, as the mem-
bers have always been chosen on
the basis of character, educafion,
experience, and previous service to
the community. The members al-
ways try to keep a diversified
group of people as to experience
and profession, so that the Board
will have among its members qua-
lified personnel to handle any and
all of the business of the Board.
Among its present members will
be found outstanding businessmen
doctors, lawyers, bankers, and edu-
cators, who each have something
to contribute to the successful
operation of the Board. Each mem-
ber knows that he has been honor-
ed by being named a member. They
all strive to bring no dishonor to
the Board, and, as far as can be
determined, no member has ever
done so in the past hundred years.

The members of the past, as
well as the present members, have
been dedicated to the task of
building the best school system
possible with the money available
to them. Many, many hours of
valuable time has been freely
given by them. They are not only

The Price

Since the beginning of the school
year, Mark Smith has had several
bombscares. One occurred in pour-
ing rain, and several came on cold
days, causing great discomfort to
the student body. Each scare con-
sumed about thirty minutes, which
adds up to about three and one
half hours of valuable class time
wasted.

The rash of bomb scares was
also expensive. More than $1000
was spent for the operation of the
fire trucks alone. Each bomb threat
necessitated the rearranging of all
the fire trucks in Macon, so that
one truck would bring a crew to
Mark Smith to search for a bomb
that was never there.

No doubt the mischievous callers
thought their pranks were a lot of
fun. They probably enjoyed the
knowledge that because of their
call, an entire school had to be
evacuated and firemen had to
search-just in case. Apparently the
eallers were ignorant of, or uncon-
cerned about the discomfort of
people shivering in the cold with-
out coats or sweaters, the useless
expense, the wasted class time,
and the risks of taking a fire
truck and crew off-duty.

Ironically, just as the callers
cared little for others, they also

men who want to serve the com-
munity, but are probably as well
qualified to do the job as any
group of men who could be picked
by any other method. The men
remain in the position year after
year, and the Bibb County system
profits by their experience. The
Board runs the business of the
schools, and big business it is! We
feel that we need the best quali-
fied people we can get to run our
schools.

‘We don’t believe anyone can,
without bias, say that we don’t have
a group of men who by training,
experience, and character are as
good as any Bibb County posses.
It would be interesting to know
what the legislators expect to gain
in efficiency by changing to some
other method of selecting Board
members. Will the experienced be
replaced, perhaps, by someone with
an ax to grind? Who can guarantee
to us the same quality of selection
in the future, if the method of
selection is changed from the one
we have had for the past one
hundred years? The present legis-
lators? Will those who seek the
change be around to answer to
us if the new method fails? It
seems to me that a method that
has honorably stood the test of
time for a hundred years should
not be cast aside lightly. The con-
sequences could be grave. It is
the welfare of the schools of our
children which may be endan-
gered. It behooves us all to think
well and long upon this question.
Change for the sake of change
might not be progress.

Of A J oke

|THE FAITH OF GUR FATHERS BUILT THIS
'NATION. LET QURS KEEP (T STRONG |_

Letters
fo the
Editor

Dear Editor,

It seems to me that the time
allotted for changing classes is
far too short. Three minutes is
just long enough to fight your way
through the crowd from one class
to another. This leaves no time at
all to stop by the water fountain
or go to your locker to pick up
the necessary textbook.

If the time allowed for changing
classes were increased by just one
or possibly two minutes, there
would be far fewer students having
to go to the office to secure an
admittance slip for class. Also,
chances are that students would
come to class better prepared to
get to work.

1 hope that the faculty and the

i jon will seriously con-

were i
Falsely alerting a school that xt
contains a bomb is a Federal crime.
The FBI investigates such serious
crimes. Persons guilty of such a
false alert have committed a fe-
lony for whick punishment is se-
vere.

So far four persons have been
arrested in connection with a rash
of bomb scares throughout Bibb
County. It is regrettable that
these persons chose to break the
law, for they have acquired a cri-
minal record which will haunt
them all their lives.

In the light of this, it would
seem that any further warning
would not be needed, but just in
case someone is considering mak-
ing anotker bomb scare call, then
let him also consider the grave
ramifications of such an act. He
may derive a certain amount of
pleasure from making the fire de-
partment, the school officials, and
the student body appear foolish,
but in the end he will be caught
and punished. Surely this perver-
ted pleasure is not worth the
wasted class time, the needless ex-
pense, and the ruined record of
the caller.

Paul Rowland

Graphite And Clay Used For Pencils

The term “lead pencil” is a
misnomer. Pencil comes from the
Latin word penicillus, the name
for a little brush used by the
Romans for lettering on papyrus.
They used lead disks for ruling
heavy guide lines on the sheet
so that the writing would be even.

During the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth deposits of black carbon were
found in England which would
write with fair uniformity. English
manufactures sawed the mineral
into square leads, encased it in
the wooden blocks, and for 200
years virtually all the pencils in
worldwide use were produced in
England.

A young French inventor, Nic-
hols Jacques Conte, discovered

the basic process for making the
modern pencil in 1795. Commis-
sioned by Napoleon to develop a
substitute for English pencils cut
off by the war, Conte mixed grap-
hite with powdered clay and fired
the mixture in a kiln, producing
a ceramic lead which was hard,
less brittle and could be graduated
from hard to soft by varying the
proportions of graphite and clay.

The new method was quickly
adopted and soon became the
standard for the industry.

Now that you know all about the
pencil, keep it sharp and use it
for top grades in every test. That
is-unless you are required to use
a pen, . .

sider this situation and take the
necessary seps to solve what has
proven to be a frustrating problem
for students and teachers alike.

Pushed For Time

Dear Editor,

1 would like to reply to a letter-
to-the-editor published in the last
Telstar,

As a new student of Mark Smith,
I am very pleased by the en-
thusiastic school spirit which is
generated mainly by varsity ath-
letics such as football.

It should be understood that I
believe that the main purpose of
a high school is to train its stu-
dents academicly by preparing
them for college or for jobs after
graduation. But, I also believe that
varsity athletics contribute to a
student’s high school life.

well spent. Some have said that
library needs more books. I
heartily agree; but this is no ex-
cuse for neglecting sports. Others
point out the fact that Lasseter
h;

Smith doesn’t. They say that our
money was spent on football equip-
ment instead of a carpet for the
library. This is true but who needs
a carpeted library anyway?

Washington
A Great Man

\Lincoln
A Great Man

Two great American Presidents Abraham Lincoln and George
‘Washington — were very different and yet much alike, too.
Neither man wanted war. Neither wanted the noise and nonsense

of public acclaim.

Each man wanted only that which was best for his country.
Each gave his best, did his best as God gave him the power to

understand that best.

« « . mot because he was born to
the landed aristocracy of Virginia.

He rose above wealth to render
service to his country.

.. . not because he was a strong,

well-dressed
He refused the crown of a king
to give the colonies a chance as
a democracy.

.« . not because he fought a war

for glory, but because he united
a nation.

.. . not because he loved to fight,
but rather because right was more
important than might. “My first
wish, “he wrote,” is to see this
plague of mankind-warfare-banish-
ed from off the earth.”

not because of his fine educa-
tion. Instead, he used his learn-

ing to rally his troops around a - - -

new concept of freedom.
. not because he commanded an
army but because he suffered with

short rations and ragged clothing ...

of his citizen troops who fought
for freedom.

. not because he was elected

President, but rather because he .

united thirteen belligerent colon-
ies.

BREAKFAST

. not because he was born in
a log cabin amid humble surround-
ings.

He rose above poverty and sub-
stituted service.
. . not because he looked like
a scarecrow most his life. His
kindness and understanding made
him most handsome. He was a
king among men.
. not because he wished brother
to fight brother, but because he
united a people.

. not because he wanted war,
but rather “We ‘cannot escape his-
tory . . . We assure freedom. The
way is plam peaceful, generous,
just . . . We shall nobly save or
meanly lose, the last best hope of
earth.”
not because of his self ed-
ucation. Instead, he used his learn-
ing to rally his troops around a
new concept of justice.
not because he was a Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Union Army,
but because of his compassion for
the Americans of the Confederacy.
. . not because he was elected
President, but rather because he
re-united the States.

RIGHT

BE ALL DAY BRIGHT

Why didn’t you eat breakfast
this morning?

Some of the pat answers are
sure to include “didn’t have time”
or “no one to fix a morning meal”
or pehaps “I don’t have an appe-
tite in the morning.”

Recent surveys show that more
than 50 percent of the American
population stumbles off to work,
school or even play with a totally
inadequate breakfast.

Why families treat the morning
meal with such disdain is not

known. But today, nutrition aut-
horities agree that breakfast is
the most neglected meal. They
also suggest that for many, break-
fast is the most vital meal of the
day. They reason that by the time
you have one-half of the day com-
pleted, by skipping breakfast, you
are working on less than the re-
quired nutrients. Hence, you'spend
the rest of the day eating more
and doing less.

Eating a good breakfast simply
makes good sense,

(‘gé/star
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Still other
complain that we need more text-
books, classrooms, and other facili-
ties. These people are not grateful
for what sports do for spmt and

for what school spirit
to the school in general.
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Basicly, it is a question of whet-
her athletics contribute to school
life. Available evidence supports
my opinion that sports are the
major contributor to school spirit
school. As such, varsity athletics
are a vital part of every good
school.
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