. of the bro- '~ TH . apgy
_therhood of man is belief in the i
o that God is the Father -
o us, therefore, .
brotherho d is not only a generous
mpuise hut also a dxvme command.
Others may be moved to brother-
hood. only by sentiment. We ac-
. knowledge brotherhood as a relig-
Jdous duty.” i
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INSIDE TELSTAR R CAGLE B.E.A. PRESIDENT
A boy named 7 - The new president of the Bibb
ds _ 67,8 Education Association is Edward
Club news . 8 Brotherhood V{nek is a national observance sponsored by the National Conference of Christians and J. Cagle, principal of Mark
Dogtags . 7 ] daws; 8 civie of people: Smith. He will succeed Otho E.
RACRT 2 Founded in 1928 by Charles Evans Hughes, Newton W. Baker, S. Parkes Cadman, and other distin- | pirkle.
Pducational elosenp . 3| gvished Americans, the NCCJ secks through education and discussion to promote civic cooperation | Other officers elected were
Guest minister 2 and mutual understanding among men of.nood will of all rehghws‘and ethnic groups, Mrs. Ann Maria Domingos, 1st
Profiles in Literature .. 3 Brotherhood Week, uefnrdmg to Sterling W. Brown, NCCJ l.’resldlnl‘, “serves only as a fitting pause | yice pres.; Otho E. Pirkle, sec-
Rays from the Lantern 6 for us to evaluate our attitudes, extend our effoits and rededicate ourselves to make democracy a ond vice pres; Mrs. Winfred
Sports .. 45 living "a!"y,'" all” . Reese, sec.; Mrs. Ann Culpepper,
Spotlight students 3 At this time of evaluation, then, you may wish to determine what your community — along with treas.; and Stewart Jordan, par-
ShotHight teacher 3| its schools and churches — is doing to further the national ideal of building “one nation, under God, | liamentarian.
i with liberty and justice for all.”

d00 Attend MARK SMITH DEDIGATION; Open House

Mark Smith 111 unveils portrait

Dedication ceremonies for Mark
Smith High School were held on
February 6, at 3:00 o’clock. The
more than 500 visitors were given
directions and ushered to their
seats by members of the Mark
Smith Beta Club as music was
played by the Mark Smith “Bull-
dog Band”.

The program began with the
“Star Spangled Banner”, with Rev-
erend John E. Richards giving the
invocation. Mr. Cagle then wel-
comed and introduced the guests.
“A Royal Fanfare” by Josquin des
Pres was played by a brass quar-
tet made up of Mary Anne Harrell,
Band Director, Lasseter; Roy John-
stono, Music Coordinator, Bibb
County Public Schools; Clyde
Dunn, Mark Smith teacher; and
Earl Barnette, Band Director,
Mark Smith High School.

Dr. Julius Gholson made his re-
marks to the assembly, praising
the parents and citizens of Bibb
County for having placed a high
priority on quality education and
educational plants; and he lauded
the Board of Education, saying
they “have worked long and dili-
gently so that students in Bibb
County could get a quality educa-
tion” Mark Smith Jr. then in-
troduced Dr. R. Glenn Reed Jr.,

PresidentElect of Kiwanis Inter-
national. Reed said that Dr.
Smith believed that a well-educa-
ted America youth would be a
protection of America’s greatest
gift-freedom.

After Dr. Reed finished his
speech, Mark Smith, Jr. presented
a portrait of Mark Smith, Sr. to
the school. This portrait was un-
veiled by Mark Smith III. Mark
Smith, Jr. said, “My father would
be proud of the people of Macon
and proud that a school was nam-
ed after him but he would be most
proud of the accomplishments of
the students of this school.”

After the portrait was unveiled,
Reverend Richards gave the bene-
diction, bringing the dedication
ceremonies to an end.

Then guests and parents of
Smith students were given a
chance to visit the various class
rooms, most of which were dec-
orated by bulletin boards illustrat-
ing the topics being studied.

For example, Mr. Wright's stu-
dents made illustrated book re-
ports which were displayed on
the walls of his room. Parents
were able to meet many of the
teachers, who were in their rooms
at the conclusion of the service.

Dr. Julius Gholson renders appropriate dedicatortal remarks
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‘AFFIRMATION: VIET NAMY

©Cne of the student council’s pro-
fects at this time is sponsoring an
“Affirmation Viet Nam” policy.
#Many schools in Bibb County have
already drawn up written state
menis of affirmation, which the
students are requested to sign.
Some of these projects have gone
over very well, but many of the
students, and even some teachers
don‘t understand why they agree
with the President’s policy toward
Viet Nam. Futhermore, they can’t
see how it will do any good.

Some of the boys in Viet Nam
feel that they are fighting in spite
of America and not for America.
Communists use the drafi-card
burning incldences and demonstra-
tions by the sloppily-dressed,
bearded, students as a weapon to
break down the morale of our
men. “Affirmation Viet Nam” is
not saying that our own govern-

ment's policy is right or wrong,
and it does not endorse the war;
it simply is trying to give our
boys moral support, and make
them feel that WE care. For too
long, the minority group of draft-
card burners, and the like, has
been heard over the majority
group of real Americans who care
about their boys fighting in Viet
Nam, “Affirmation Viet
proposed to show as many people
as possible that in at least one
state, the great majority of the
citizens support their government
and its commitment. The only
way to get the great majority in
the state to support the policy is
to start in the schools, The
schools, which is made up of you,
the students, are the leaders of
this policy, and have the respon-
sibility of starting the move,

SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT

In the Macon newspapers rec-
ently were several articles stating
that several acts of vandalism had
been committed by fraternity
members, These reports were on
what the grand jury had found

i 1] -hundred and

What have yoiy
‘what can freedl

We mum}f
our fortus

Letters
to the
Editor

There is a system at our high
school that needs a change. This
system is not only wrong for Mark
Smith, but it is also wrong for
every Bibb County school. This
is our grading system.

di to our grading sys-

pen to be because the
situation could hardly be any
worse than it is.

In the articles that were pre-
sented by the newspapers contain-
ed the idea that perhaps the Board
of ion should ban fraterni-

h
fifty of these acts of vandalism
committed by teen-ager members
over the months of October and
November. However, these arti-
cles harshly presented a complete
picture of the situation.

In the first place, the grand
jury had these meetings with the
presidents, vice-presidents, and ad-
viors to discuss the problems fac-
ing fraternities, and to try to find
a way to help the fraternities to
solve them; rather than to prose-
cute them for the lack of control
of their members, as certain arti-
cles tried to-suggest.

One of the main causes that was
found was the fact that we have
very few recreational facilities in
this city. Teen-agers can go fo
the drivedn, or fo some drivein
restaurant, or go to some pool hall.
This is just about the extent of
the facilities of this city. The
grand jury should now turn their
attention to this problem, and do
as good a job on it as they did on
investigating  fraternities. The
churches in this city have done
as much, if not more, than the
City Council to combat this prob-
lem.

It is true that this problem is a
eommunity problem. The adults
of Macon should support any re-
creational program that might hap-

ties by prohibiting a boy to be
to be a member of a {fraternity
and attend a Bibb County school
at the same time. To ban frater-
nities is not the answer. This
would create gangs, who like the
gangs of New York would strike
out in acts of vandalism that
would rock this city. Fraternities
in high school are no worse than
the civic clubs of Macon. They
are a meeting place where teen-
agers talk over their problems, and
.channel their resources into plans
for dances and parties for such
civic projects as U. G. F. Sure
there are some bad teen-agers in
fraternities, but these boys would
be just as bad, if not worse, with-
out their fraternity. Many boys
restrain from many acts of mis-
chief because they donm’t want to
give their fraternities bad names.

In closing, I would like to say
that for the past two years I have
been a member of a fraternity.
It has done more to build me into
the normal, red-blooded American
boy, ready and willing to accept
the things that life might offer,
than any comparable organization

tem a boy gets either an “A”, “B”,
“C", “D”, or “F”. This is fine.
However, what is wrong is that
there is no distinction between,
say an 80 average for a six weeks’
period and an 88 or 89. When
a college looks over a boys rec-
ord all they see is a “B”. They
naturally consider this grade to
be around an 80. However, this
boy may have an 89 average, just
one point below an “A”. It is
not right to put a boy who just
barely made a “B” on the same
level as one who just missed an

‘What should be adopted is the
use of pluses and minuses accord-
ing to whether a boy’s “B” is low
or high. The plain letter could
be used for the numbers in be-
tween. This kind of grading sys-
tem has been used successfully in
other public school systems, and
I think that it should be put into
effect at the beginning of the next
school year.

Feel Gyped

Dear Editor,

As almost everyone knows, rec-
ently the administration began giv-
ing the student body of Mark
Smith a break between fourth and
fifth periods. This was done, so
we are told, to provide us with
fresh air, relaxation, and to dispel
the of the

so far in my life. Iam
proud to have had an opportunity
to belong to such an organization.

The Editor

GRATITUDE

Gratitude, in moderation, is a
very amiable quality in a person’s
character. Too much gratitude,
or a complete lack of gratitude,
however, is very frustrating.

At first, one would hardly think
a person could ever be grateful,
Quite to the contrary, some people
just don’t know when to stop.
Some individuals, especially Orien-
tals, believe that if a person saves
their life, they should become the
slave of their “saver” for the dura-
tion of their life. Thank goodness
this extreme kind of over-grati-
tude is rare.

A more common example may
be seen in the person for whom
you do a favor, but who will nev-
er let you forget it. This per-
son incessantly thanks you, especi-
ally in front of others, which soon
becomes embarrassing. It soon
becomes necessary for you to let
this person repay you, so that he
no jonger feels he is under any
obligation fo you.

Even more frustrating than
over-gratitude is complete lack of
gratitude from someone you have

tried to-help. No one wants to
be called ungrateful, and every-
one wants their efforts to be ap-
preciated.

Recently at our school we saw
a good (if you care to call it that)
example of ingratitude. After
much discussion and careful con-
sideration of the matter, our fac-
ulty voted to give the students
of Mark Smith a mid-day break.
Some students were not grateful
to the faculty for what they had
done. At the beginning of the
very first break, they showed their
ingratitude by exploding several
fire-crackers. At the end of the
break these students further ex-
pressed their feelings by shoving
and chanting when they were re-
entering the school building.

‘We, the student body, should be
grateful for the privilege of hav-
ing a break. Though some stu-
dent feel certain rules governing
our break time activities are un-
just, we should still show our
gratitude for having a break by
cooperating with the faculty.

grind. If we accept these reasons,
for having a break, then we are
most certainly being cheated.

I say we are being cheated, not
because I lack appreciation for
this gesture by Mr. Cagle and
those who advise him, but because
1 do mnot feel the break is satis-
factorily accomplishing its pur-
pose. The most outstanding draw-
back of the break is the treat-
ment of the student body during
this nine minute segment of our
schedule. After the ringing of the
bell signifying the end of fourth
period, almost five hundred boys
are herded into a small area to the
rear of the school building. In rela-
tion to our spacious school grounds
this area is ridiculously small.
After milling around for nine min-
utes, the students are herded back
into the building.

1 believe we should be given a
larger area, such as the football
field, for our break. Those stu-
dents who wish to do so should
have an opportunity to visit the
library during the break. Such
an opportunity would be welcomed
by boys who have no study hall.

In short, I am asking the admin-
istration to examine its policies
concerning the break. After such
an examination, I am sure the
administration will realize the
break’s shortcomings, and make
the necessary improvements.

Broken up over the Break

@eyond (glte meaclt @/o%me

L e
Dr. Frank L. Robertson

Working in New York City dur-
ing the summer some years ago, |
discovered a delightful way to
spend part of an evening at very
little cost. In the late afternoon
1 would catch a subway train to
the lower end of Manhattan, stick
2 nickel In the turnstile, and ride
across New York harbor on a
farge ferry boat to Staten Island.
Then | would invest another nickel
in the ride back to where | had
started.

On one of these almost daily
rides | was impressed with the
sight of two objects in the harbor
which fixed themselves on my
memory. One was a simple piece
of driftwood. It looked as if it
had been broken from a crate
which had brought peaches from
Middle Georgia to the great city
in the East. It managed fo float
on top of the choppy waters, but
it was pushed back and forth by
every current or object that
touched it. The ferry struck it
several times as it plowed its way
across the bay. A victim of every
force that beat upon it, the drift-
wood finally disappeared in the
deep waters,

The other object clearly visible
from the ferry boat was a tughoat,
the waters, towing a large barge
making its way quietly through
heavily loaded, and moving in one
direction to reach its destination.
The tug seemed aware of other
ships in the harbor, and changed
its course so as to avoid & crash.
Then finally it brought its barge
gently to a pier with almost as
much grace as a mother putting
her child to sleep.

There they were — a tugboat
and driftwood, both in the water,
yet so different. It occurred to
me that human beings were like
those two objecis | watched in
New York Harbor.

Some human beings are like
driftwood, pushed about by every
influence that touches them; oth-

ers are like tughoats, knowing
where they want to go, refusing
to be pushed about by others, and
having the capacity to carry some
additional load with them. Have
you met the two types at school?
To what fype do you belong?

Take Joe, for instance, — Joe
Anybody. Joe could have made
good grades in school and sailed
into the college of his choice on
a scholarship. But in Joe’s school
to be “a brain” was regarded as
something fo be avoided at
costs, _So he was pressured into
doing much less than his best. He
became an average student, when
he could easily have been a su-
perior stude: He felt pretty
cheap about it, feeling that he
had let down those who believed
in him. Joe, the driftwood!

Then, there was Bill. This boy
of fourteen lived in a fine com-
munity and had many privile
His strong desire to be popular
and “to belong” led him to mem-
bership in a gang of boys. At
first it was a mixed group of boys,
some good and some not so good.
In a short time the “tough” ele-
ment increased and finally took
over leadership. First it was a
matter of pranks, then petty
thievery, then drinking and law-
lessness, and finally Bill was in
serious trouble.

Bill told his parents and prin-
cipal $hat he was “chickened” into
it. What really happened was
that Bill was human driftwood,
pushed around by the pressures
of those who made him less than
his best.

Both Joe and Bill could have
followed the tugboat principle
for living and refused to be push-
ed around. _To be sure, somebody
might have laughed at them. So
what? In the long run the tug-
boat way pays off.

Charles  Kingsley, an English
author and clergyman, once wrote
a letter to a group of young men
in which he said in part: “My
dear young men: The human race
may, for practical purposes, be
divided into three parts —— honest
men who mean to do right and
do it; knaves who mean fo do
wrong and do it; fools who mean
to do whichever of the two is
more pleasant. And these last
may be ed into black and
white fools — black fools who
would rather do wrong than right,
but dare not unless it is the fas-
hion; white fools who would rather
do right than wrong, but dare not
unless it is the fashion.”
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