The Late Dr. Mark Smith

MARK SMITH HIGH

School Coat of Arms

Mark Smith High School
Makes Advent Into Histor

Mark Smith High School, named
after the late Dr. Mark Smith,
superintendent of Bibb County
Board of Education, was completed
August, 1965 and first opened Sep-
tember 1 of this year. Located on
Upper River Road, it is one of the
most modern and well-equipped
schools in the state, featuring the
much-Jauded complete air-condi-

tioning unit. Since its opening day,
this school has won the pride and
confidence of not only the stu-
dents, but also their parents.
Although the invigorating atmos-
phere of new clean halls and rooms
is an important factor in the
uniqueness of Mark Smith, it is
the competent faculty and coach-
ing staff that put it on an equal,

footing with other schools in Bibb
County.

People who weren’t convinced
of the strength with which Mark
Smith entered the ranks of Bibb
County High Schools must certain-
ly have been amazed at the Bull-
dogs 4-0 record in football thus far.

To make a school great there
are many factors involved, and it

appears that Mark Smith has eve-
rything necessary to put it at the
top. First and foremost the admin-
istration, headed by Mr. Edward
Cagle, has done an excellent job
in putting the new school on a
smoothly operating basis. But out-
standing leaders can’t do all the
work in making a school great;
it also takes an intelligent and am-

bitious student body, boys who take
pride in this school. Each one of
these factors separately cannot
make the grade, but when they are
combined, as at Mark Smith, there
is no limit to what can be accom-
plished. Everyone wll agree that
the schools has passed this point
and the boys themselves already
know they’re the best.
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Donnie Wayne Churchwell

Churchwell Heads
M. $. Student Body

Donnie Wayne Churchwell holds
down the top job in the Student
Council this year. Elected by the
vote of the student body, he is
responsible for the student admin-
istration of Mark Smith. Donnie
‘Wayne is a member of the Beta
Club,plays first string for the
Bulldogs, and also maintains an
“A” average.

The underclassmen elected five
representatives each while the 11th
graders chose six. Other officers
are soon to be elected by the coun-
cil.

Coach Meeks, the advisor, has
helped the boys to organize a spon-
sored trip to Marietta this week-
end. Besides this type of project,
the council represents the mind of
the students, and is responsible
for bringing up suggestions of im-
provement to the administration.

EULOGY TO AN EDUCATOR

“Education is a painful, continual, and difficult task to be done by kindness, by watching, by warn-
ing, by precept, and by praise, but above all — by example.”
This quotation by John Ruskin indeed describes the works of Dr. Mark Smith, Superintendent of
Bibb County School System from 1941, until his death in October 1958.

Dr. Smith was a man of ser-
vice, who gave tirelessly and un-
selfishly of himself to his commun-
ity, as evidenced by his many ci-
vic activities. At one time or other
Dr. Smith served in practically
every community activity in Macon.
He was president and chairman of
the Community Chest Drive, chair-
man of the Red Cross, and a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of
the Macon Chamber of Commerce.
He was a member of the First Pres-
byterian Church and their Board
of Elders. He belonged to the Ma-
sons, Scottish Rite, Shrine, Elks,
and Royal Order of Jesters.

On the state level, Dr. Smith
was commander and state chair-
man of the American Legion, a
high official in the Boy Scouts,
district chairman of Warm Springs
Foundation, and state chairman of
the Tuberculosis Association. One
of the highest honors he ever re-
ceived was that of President of
Kiwanis International.

Dr. Smith’s civie activities are
only a part of his contribution.
Few people realize the full scope
of his service and accomplishments
in the field of education. Dr.
Smith’s greatest contribution to the
student, however, was his service
in Bibb County. Coming just prior
to the War, he was here at a time
when this country experienced cri-
tical problems of growth. The coun-
ty population is now more than
2/3 times that of the 1940 census.
This growth is reflected in many
schools by an enrollment increase
from 17,000 in 1941 to over 30,000
pupils last year. High school en-
rollment has more than doubled
during this time.

Victory in 1945 found school
facilities woefully inadequate here
in Bibb County, and across the
nation. Viewing the needs, Dr.
Smith guided the members of the
Board of Education into an ambi-
tious building program, beginning
with a bond issue of 2% million
dollars. Approved in 1948, so mea-
ger a sum under Dr. Smith’s wise
administration built Miller and
Lanier Junior High Schools, the
senior division of Ballard-Hudson,
four Negro elementary schools,
and additions to twenty other gram-
mar schools.

Again searching for means to
expand, Dr. Smith secured suffi-
cient Federal funds to engage in
a 2% million dollar building pro-
gram in 1953-54. From these funds
came four white schools—Hall,
Tinsley, Neel, and Barden— and
one Negro school.

Allowing the system hardly a
moment of rest from extensive con-
struetion, in 1956 Dr. Smith re-
quested another bond issue, this
time for 4% million. McEvoy, Wil-
lingham, Appling, and three gram-
mar schools, besides additions to
twelve others were completed. In
all, since 1941 the Bibb County
system has doubled in size, with
the appraised value of school prop-
erty increasing from 2 to 14 mil-
lion dollars.

To quote from a Board member,
Mr. Wallace Miller, Jr. “He (Dr.
Smith) was the principal figure
in the growth of the Bibb County
School physical properties during
his term as superintendent, and did
more than any other person to keep
school construction in pace with
the increasing enrollment. His ef-

forts, and sometimes his efforts
alone, made it possible for new
schools and additions to old schools
to become reality, through his abi-
lity to obtain for the system every
Federal and State dollar to which
we are entitled.”
Concerned for the
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handicapped children of Bibb Coun-
ty, Dr. Smith worked closely with
specialists to establish the Schools
of Special Education here. Upon
the request of the Association of
Childhood Education, he fostered
the establishment of the Macon
Youth at Wesleyan Conservatory
and was its first Board Chairman.

Closest to many students was his
activities in the Beta Club, a na-
tional honorary organization for
high school students. Over the
years since its founding, Dr. Smith
gave much of his time to advisory
positions, serving on the Beta Coun-
cil and National Senate. He was
the only man to be national presi-
dent twice, and was serving his sec-
ond term at his death.

Yes, the death of Dr. Mark
Smith marked the end of an im-
portant period, a period in which
Bibb County was fortunate in hav-
ing an educator who served his
community and its schools as gen-
erously and capably as did Dr.
Mark Smith,

Now Bibb County shows its eter-
nal appreciation to this fine edu-
cator as evidenced by the new
Mark Smith High School located
on Upper River Road; a distinc.
tion of quality, honor, and charac-
ter that shall forever be part of its
students and a statue of meaning
to the man for which if is named.

Sports 47

YEARBOOK
IS NAMED

The first edition of the Mark
Smith, Lasseter High Schools’ An-
nual was named during the month
of September. For several days
ideas were submitted by the stu-
dents for their choice of a title
for the yearbook. The name cho-
sen was the Markseter, taken from
the names of both Mark Smith
and Lasseter. The final selection
was made by the advisors of both
schools.

This years editors are John Da-
vid Mullins of Mark Smith and
Kathy Lanier of Lasseter. The an-
nual staff of both schools are now
busy selling ads and working on
different layouts. Joint meetings
have been held to discuss these
layouts and a theme for the an-
nual.

The advisors for the Markseter
are Mrs. Meeks, Mrs. Gurly and
Mrs. Hopkins from Lasseter and
Mrs. Seabrook, Mr. Small and Mr.
Wright from Mark Smith.

Tayk\r Publishing Company is in
charge \of the publications.
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School Days,

Dear Ole

Golden Rule Days.....

Recently, with the opening of
Mark Smith High School, several
new rules were put into effect,
among them a rule prohibiting
smoking anywhere on the campus.

We feel that this rule was made
not only to keep older boys from
smoking in front of the younger
ones and causing them to begin
smoking, but for other reasons.

Since the beginning of school
there have been petitions and com-
plaints against this rule by many
boys who were allowed to smoke
at Lanier, However, what these
boys fail to understand is that this
rule was made for their benefit.
Even though smoking causes minor
discomfort such as a shortness of
breath and a bad taste in the
mouth, for more advanced smokers
it can cause much more serious di-
seases such as lung cancer, “T.B.”,
or permanent damage to the heart.

Honor: What Is Its Worth

With all the advanced systems of
law and order which have risen
in the past three hundred years,
man's role in life has become in-
creasingly more straight-forward
and easy to follow. The emphasis
is no longer on the basic laws of
nature, or Man's own will; what
he must do and not do is almost
entirely defined in the present
sets of laws. However, all law and
civilization centers around one sim-
ple factor which has been pushed
farther and farther into the back-
ground, and this is honor, the cha-
racteristic in Man fo examine his
conscience and fo do what he
knows is right, without outside
influence.

Today, in the materialistic and
seemingly valueless world we live
in, such beauties of life as honor
are considered trite, scorned, and
in many cases eliminated by so-
ciety, To most, honor is a hindrance
in getting ahead, whether it is in
business or at school, The easy
way is to close your mind and not
listen fo your conscience. Although
you might win in everyone else’s
eyes, you are a complete loser to
yourself. It is impossible to gain
real satisfaction from a job on

Many students have read the warn-
ings by the National Medical Coun-
cil which says that smoking is a
major factor in these diseases.
However, very few students have
heeded the warnings. This is a
grave mistake which may prove to
be very costly in later years.

Many students have asked the
question, “Why not let us bring a
note from home signed by our par-
ents permitting certain ones to
smoke in restricted areas?” This
would also be a grave mistake
by defeating the purpose of this
rule. The rule was made to stop
all smoking.

‘We would like to thank the ad-
ministration for giving boys who
were too weak to stop smoking a
chance to quit this habit and pos-
sibly save them great discomfort,
or possibly even save their lives
in years to come.

which you have hedged and
sneaked, and there is no greafer
reward in life than the feeling of
pride you have for an accomplish-
ment all your own and completed
only through your own efforts.

I do not condemn boys for ly-
in, cheating, and stealing, the three
points generally considered the
“sins” against honor; | only ask
that they examine their conscien-
ces, and really ask if they are right.
Going to a school with an honor
system changed my direction and
I count myself lucky to have had
such an experience. Buf is is not
necessary to go to such a school
to realize that honor is foremost.

If your surroundings aren’t help-
ful to a developing character, it is
completely up to you to develop
your frame of mind.

Life is difficult, of course, but
cheating only makes It worse, no
matter how much it seems to make
things easier.

Shakespeare knew the value of
honor when he said:
self be true, and thou can’st be
faise fo no man.”

“To thine own

by Tav Sparks

School Spirit

Probably the greatest asset of
Mark Smith and HS. Lasseter is
the tremendous school spirit. One
may not feel this is such a great
accomplishment, but this spirit is
the product of the efforts of many
groups. Much is owed to the Bull-
dog Club, which directed our ath-
letic program off to an A-1 start.
Much credit should be given to
our cheerleaders and band for the
great pep-rallies. We can thank
Mr. Cagle and Miss Henry for the
united efforts of our two schools
in promoting school spirit.

Does the team play better if the
students are cheering? Everyone
at Mark Smith would answer,
“Yes!” It is definitely good for the
team to feel that the students are
behind it all the way.

l
CO-OPERATION

| SCORES !

School pride causes more than
foothall victories. Because of this
pride, we are keeping our schools
clean inside and out. No trash
can be seen in the halls or on the
grounds. The walls have not been
defaced and the equipment has
been well taken care of.

‘This school spirit can be seen
also in the support of our school
functions. Our students give their
support to the newspapers, annual,
band, and clubs. Everybody at-
tends the pep-rallies and most peo-
ple come to our football games.

In closing, it should be said
that we are not the oldest or larg-
est school in Macon; but we are
the best! Let's prove ourselves
to the other schools but keeping
up our great school spirit,

1t all started
with FAITH |

backed by .
COURAGE,

COLUMBUS DAY

to the
Editor

Dear Editor,

‘We can do many things here at
school. Of course we cannot do
some things. We cannot smoke,
have breaks, wear hard soled shoes,
surfer shirts, get just one course
of the “foud” served in the lunch-
room, buy snacks and soft drinks,
have good communications be-
tween clubs and students, talk with
friends, wear our hair long, meet
girls after school, talk during pep-
rallies, or hear the band. But this
is more than halanced by the fact
that we can study six hours in
school and eight hours after and
get a healthful six hours sleep,
if we don’t succumb to human vices
like playing football, meeting
friends, reading good books, or
just thinking.

-—A Student
Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter in re-
gards to the rule recently made
by the Board of Education on the
subject of ‘“no homework” on
weekends; except for reports or
projects. Now, I know that many
teachers say that you don’t have
to study a lesson assigned on Fri-
day; but, if you want to make good
grades you know that you would
have to study that assignment. And
after all you are supposed to make
decent grades!

I feel that this rule was made
for a good reason as I have al-
ready had several reports to do and
I have becn able to do them bet-
tre if I hadn’t had several tests the
following Monday. It is for this
reason that the rule was made. And
I feel that if the majority of the
students can follow the many rules
given them, then I think that the
least the teachers can do is fol-

@egona/ The Reach @/ Time’

Monsignor Sheenhan

It is difficult to survey some
problems accurately. They do not
lend themselves to tables, charts
and graphs. They are too complex
to squeeze into numbers and per-
centages. Perhaps this is the rea-
son for the lack of accurate, trust-
worthy and scientific statistics on
teenage drinking.

Statements concerning the use of
alcohol by adolescents are fre-
quently founded upon isolated es-
capades, which receive publicity.
Reports of arrests of minors, acci-
dents resulting from driving under
the influence and disorderly con-
duct in public places which involve
intoxication, provide little or no
valid data, except those which re-
late to individuals directly con-
cerned.

Even though the picture is not
clear, we do have a picture, and it
indicates that a good number of
to-day’s teenagers are tippers and
have a tolerant attitude towards
drinking. The Saturday Evenmg

or prestige with their companions.
They want desperately to be - ac-
cepted, to be “in,” to belong “to,”
to be popular. So they learn quick-
ly to do and to say the “right”
thing. Being accepted makes them
feel somewhat secure and happy.

Young people today are unhappy,
not with the unhappiness of an
empty heart and a future without
a purpose. They have been blessed
with all material goods that a gen-
erous society and doting could heap
upon them, but they have not
been given a cause worth fighting
for. Thus, the ultimate reason for
youthful drinking is the fact that
the pursuit of material comfort
is not challenging enough to’cap-
ture the imagination of young peo-
ple.

I wonder how many teenagers
start to drink because they feel
they must have fun, must be hap-
py, must have a good time, and
don’t know any other way.

Cagle’s Comments

There are many things that
could be said about our new school.
Certainly the modern building,
equipment and our welltrained
faculty would be placed near the
top of any list of important things
to receive consideration. | would,
however, desire, without discredi-
ting the importance of any of the
foregoing items, focus attention on
what 1 believe to be the most im-
portant item of consideration in
any school, it a new school

Post, sometime ago,
a survey of young people and, in
the process, investigators ques-
tioned 3,000 boys and girls about
life and conduct. One of the con-
clusions was this: “On the whole
American youth have a tolerant
attitude about the use of alcohol.
Most of them approved of moderate
and social drinking, and a large
number of them drank.”

Why do teenagers drink? The
obvious reason stems from the very
nature of adolescence. This time
of life has been compared to a
bridge from childhood to adult-
hood, and the crossing the bridge
is hazardous for most boys and
girls. Two traits shared by all ado-
lescents have a direct bearing on
teenage drinking; the desire for
maturity; the desire for acceptance
by other teenagers.

The bridge to maturity is not
traveled alone but in arm with
others making the same trip. These
are the years of the group, the
crowd, the clique. Teenagers drink
because it gives them a standing

~—the student body.

Please consider the achievements
that our student body has made
thus far: a winning football team,
a fine marching band, and pro.
gressive student organizations such
as the Student Council. Still, how-
ever, above all else should be
placed the spirit of the student
body. Why—because every. visitor
to our school, officials of other
schools which we have had ath-
letics contests, students of local
schools, and interested citizens,
have been amazed at the fine spi-
rit of our students.

Certainly, there have been some
occasions where misconduct has
been the case, some feet on the
wall, efc. but these occasions have
been few.

Every student should examine
the phrase student pride and as-
certain its worth.

To our students—You have not
only obtained pride, but | know
you understand its worth,

low the one restriction that the
Board of Education has put on
them; not just for no homework
but mainly to leave time for pro-
jects and reports!

—Tired
Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter to ap-
peal to the faculty of Mark Smith
High School to remedy an unplea-
sant situation. This situation is the
giving of several tests on one day.

I believe this is unfair because
it places an unreasonable studying
burden on the student. One can-
not properly prepare for several
examinations at a time without ne-
glecting other homework, family,
friends, sports, and sleep.

‘This situation is not a necessary
fact of life. It can be changed!

One plan is to assign a certain
day for tests in certain subjects.
Through this plan has its faults,
it has been tried at Lanier Junior
High and seemed to work quite
well.

To be sure, there are other so-
lutions which might be more work-
able, but something must be done
for the student's sake.

I hope and frust that some at-
tempt will be made to remedy this
situation,

—Change Needed
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